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Robert Mansell’s Piano Music

Mansell's music in general is traditional, never straying far beyond the bounds of conventional tonality.

In 1967 he started to write a series of short Piano Studies, Op.3, based upon a descending chromatic scale. This
set, although initially somewhat unsophisticated, is included here. The First Study, Adagio teneramente, was
written around the visual concept of a mother cradling a dying child in her arms; and is succeeded by the Second
Study, Lento doloroso, when the child has died. The Third Study, Presto impetuoso, is a brief wild outburst. The
Fourth Study, Andante ma non troppo, comprises some simple variations on a theme which is forcefully
recapitulated at the end. The Fifth Study, Vivace giocoso, is a jocular scherzo emulating the build-up to a great
sneeze. The Sixth Study, Allegretto, is a warm, Schumanesque impromptu. The Seventh Study, Deciso,
written in Yugoslavia (in a time of peace), contrasts a central singing ‘crossed-hands’ section with that of the
opening and closing martial swagger. Written at the same time, the Eighth Study, Andante ostinato, depicts a
donkey contentedly jogging along a mountain path. Gradually the path steepens until the animal becomes weary
and lies down to sleep.

Two Entradas, Opus 9, were intended for solo guitar. They both have a South American ‘snap’ and, despite the
restriction of the limited range of notes, also sound quite well on the piano.

The Study in D sharp minor, Opus 10, Molto appassionato, is regarded by Mansell as one of his best works. It
is

a short piece, bursting with lyrical ardour, and is dedicated to one of Mansell's musical mentors, his companion at
the time the first sketch was written, Dorothy Buckland.

The Study in F sharp minor, Opus 12, Furioso, depicts a violent windstorm in the High Atlas Mountains of
Morocco where it was written. It is dedicated to Kitty, who was the pianistically accomplished stepmother of his
long-time partner, Richard Broome.

The Rhapsody in D, Opus 13, Espressivo, written somewhat later, starts as a soulful adagio and gradually
gathers emotional power while remaining ever-lyrical. It is dedicated to Daryl McKeown, a music-loving friend.

The Concert Fantasy in F minor, Opus 19, ‘Romantic’, was designed as a full-blooded virtuoso showcase for its
dedicatee, the pianist Daniel Glover, with the intention of emulating something of the passionate lyricism of
composers such as Schumann, Chopin and Liszt. It describes the progress of a love affair from the initial
excitement of first meeting, through the various stages of a relationship: lust, happiness, adoration, disagreement,
and reconciliation - leading to the ultimate passionate union.

The Toccata in F minor, Opus 36, Los Tangueros’, was written at the suggestion of its first performer and
dedicatee, Joyce Valentine, and is developed around the general idea of a pair of lovers dancing through the
streets of Buenos Aires. The sub-title roughly translates as The Tango Dancers’ and the piece, though not a true
tango, is certainly in tango mood.

Two Preludes, Opus 37 were written in 2012 around the idea of persistently repeated rhythmic beats. The first,
Pulsation’, is perhaps that of a heartbeat; while the second, ‘Cortége’, is a much slower march and is dedicated to
Simon Watterton, for whom it was written.

Robert Mansell was born in London, England, where he started writing music aimost as soon as he began to play
the piano at the age of nine. He later resided in America for thirty years before returning to Britain in 2010. His
music is quite rich in chromatics. In addition to these instrumental works he has written an amount of religious
music, including a popular setting of the Lord’s Prayer. He has also written much vocal and choral music and
music for the stage — including ‘Marlene’, a musical based on the life and loves of Marlene Dietrich; and Willm S,
based on the life and loves of William Shakespeare (which was premiered in Florida in 2005 and subsequently
recorded as an Audio-book).






Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 3, Number 1
The 1967 Studies

Study in C minor
'Mother with a dying child'

Adagio teneramente
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Music by Robert F. Mansell

Lento doloroso

Opus 3, Number 2
The 1967 Studies

Study in E minor*)
'Mother cradling her dead child'
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 3, Number 3
The 1967 Studies

Study in F minor
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 3, Number 4
The 1967 Studies

Study in B major

Theme and Variations

Andante ma non troppo
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 3, Number 5
The 1967 Studies

Study in C major

Scherzo : 'The Sneeze'

Vivace giocoso
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 3, Number 6
The 1967 Studies

Study in E flat major

Impromptu
Allegretto
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Allegro
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Opus 3, Number 7
The 1967 Studies

Music by Robert F. Mansell

Study in C minor
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Music by Robert F. Mansell

Andante ostinato

Study in B major
Serenade: 'The little donkey'

Opus 3, Number 8
The 1967 Studies
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Opus 9, No.1

Music by Robert F. Mansell

Entrada in E minor

(originally intended for Guitar)

Wistful and sensuous, but very rhythmic and with much rubato
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Opus 9, No.2

Music by Robert F. Mansell

Entrada in A minor

St. Thomas, 1988

(originally intended for Guitar)

Sensuous, but becoming very rhythmic
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 10
1968/1987/1991

Study in D sharp Minor

Dedicated to Doy Buckland

Molto Appassionato ma sensitivo

(G sharp)
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 12

November 1987/January 1988

Study in F minor

'Windstorm in the Atlas Mountains'

Dedicated to Kitty Broome
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Windstorm ((Op. 12)
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Opus 13
February 1990

For Daryl McKeown

Rhapsody in D

Adagio espressivo

Music by Robert F. Mansell
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Con anima e rubato
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Music by Robert F. Mansell Opus 19

Concert Fantasy in F minor

'"The Romantic'

Dedicated to Daniel Glover
February 1992 (revised June 2002)
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Fantasy in F minor
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Music by Robert Mansell

Opus 36

Toccata in F Minor

'Los Tangueros'

For Joyce Valentine

Sarasota. March 2007
(revised February 2008)
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Opus 37, No.1 Music by Robert Mansell

Prelude in E flat

1 b 1
Pulsation London 2012
Moderato sempre ostinato (4-80)
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*Note that the sostenuto pedal could effectively be utilised for sustaining notes such as this (in addition to regular pedalling for sustaining other notes in the measure).
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Opus 37, No.2 Music by Robert Mansell

Prelude in B minor

‘Cortége' For Simon Watterton
London 2012

Adagio doloroso (J-45 marcia funebre (RH)
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*1: Some of these high notes are indicated to be played by the left hand for better effect, but more easily could all be played by the right hand if so desired.
These upper notes are intended mostly to be gently carmressed (not pounded out as later in the reprise).
*2: These lower chords should only be gently throbbing - not forcefully brought out except in the reprise.
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Cortége Prelude: Op.37, No.2

™

J poco rallengando al fin
r|ivi

-70 -

e

pOCo a poco stringendo

|
T

fa TN,

"
S)ay
,
o

S

3

\ L | a9e | =
|08 | H ellle HH ~ L IR,
niltil LU ] 1eeeey £ -+ I
iw s St
|09 | |
{11 ovei ] PR 5 1T
\ _I’nl I o G N
o ;i’
& oo f Howa ] larin
| Nlle A
vty acSy s _ﬁuﬁ WJE#T \ e
NP =T8T el il
bl o A TR e Nl ~ Aqt M
el i 8 & [P .
J”.II m = -~
. | 7 m e ﬂ elle
=Tl F . NS
7|o ﬁm f > > F ,(_olnfw'rll
| .W b/ || m 1 / \ 1L &
Tl e
= his g JIENRS |
Sl s s il d
by [ 8 L ol
] ] ww o | Sl ||| 49
S - - T il
_|ounn g m K& IS (uWF e ,,,,
L 2 hilllig AT N o
i g - % N,
_ *h 14 Qe I TTTS e
g ||| 100e ]
h.? . e HE IL?PI_ CYNE S e
1 ig = leee N
H S HE € SHe— Ak e
[ Y8 Wf W,TDI L RS s | e
Y 8 AELAMN
s 8 . lete ||
= MWA M el s i I
@ ! = | | 'Y
M ” M i | 0Ty
i | © 1 lse ||
[ 18 e lembbnu NN
® = @ 8 | E38 =
=~ Tow - Ei S Ay
N B S O & 3
—mN T — —N S — —N —N

calmando

mp

#

N B 56

N

46 Tournay Road, London SW6 7UF

© Robert Mansell 2012







Musical works by ROBERT MANSELL

Op. 3 Eight Piano Studies

Op. 9 Two 'Entradas’ for guitar solo or piano

Op. 10 ‘Molto Appassionato’in D sharp minor for piano

Op. 12 Study in F minor, 'The Windstorm', for piano

Op. 13 ‘Rhapsody’in D, for piano
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Op. 20 Psalm 57 ‘Be Merciful Unto Me, O God’ for soprano, choir and organ
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Op. 25 Prayer ‘Gracious Spirit’ for choir and organ
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Op. 29 'Marlene": a musical play

Op. 30 Prayer ‘O Lord our God, whom Saints and Angels’ for choir and organ
Op. 32 ‘Wiliam-S” a musical play

Op. 33 ‘t’'s OK to be Gay’ for men’s chorus
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Op. 35 ‘We the People’ for male chorus and piano
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